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WHICH DESCRIBES YOU AND ME: DEAD IN SIN OR DEAD TO SIN? 
 

 The book of Romans sets forth God’s plan to save 

humans from sin through the gospel of the Christ 

(Romans 1:16,17). Observe these other sin-related 

truths which also are presented in Romans: 

 No one is righteous, that is, no human is made 

righteous before God by virtue of his own goodness 

(Romans 3:10). 

 All have sinned (Romans 3:23). 

 The wages of sin is death (Romans 6:23). 

 The cure for sin is the blood of Jesus (Romans 

5:9), as God’s plan of grace provides redemption in 

and through Jesus (Romans 3:24). 

 The Bible describes sin as lawlessness (1 John 

3:4), which means to violate/break God’s law. If my 

action violates God’s instruction, I am sinning. If what 

I do does not violate God’s truth, I am not sinning.  

 The Holy Spirit characterizes some people as 

being dead in sin. For instance, at one point in their 

lives, the saints who comprised the church in Ephesus 

had been dead in sin. It is written, “And you he made 

alive, who were dead in trespasses and sins” 

(Ephesians 2:1). Paul included himself in the group of 

people who at one time had been dead in sin, saying, 

“Even when we were dead in trespasses . . .” 

(Ephesians 2:5).  

 When had Paul and the Ephesian brethren been 

dead in sin? Before they received the forgiveness of 

sins, in other words, before they obeyed the gospel. 

Who caused them to be dead in sin? Not Eve and 

Adam, not their own parents, and not their religious 

mentors. They themselves were to blame for their 

being dead in sin.  

 What did they do which put them in the category 

of “dead in sin?” They chose to walk/live according to 

the course of this world (Ephesians 2:2), they acted in 

a disobedient manner (2:2), and they fulfilled the 

desires of the flesh and mind (2:3). Their practice of 

sin made them sinners, and the fact that their sin 

remained uncleansed meant they remained in sin: they 

were dead in it. 

 After one is baptized into the Christ and His death, 

God expects him/her to walk in newness of life 

(Romans 6:3,4). When his sins are forgiven by the 

blood of the Lamb, he has been freed from sin (6:7). 

He now is alive to God and dead to sin (6:11). In what 

sense is a child of God dead to sin? He has chosen to 

separate himself from sin, to do his best to banish sin 

from his life, conscientiously avoiding sinful thoughts, 

sinful speech, and sinful action. 

 However, after being converted to the Christ, 

there is no guarantee that one will stay out of sin. It is 

not an automatic. In that same chapter of Romans, we 

read that some are slaves of sin while others are slaves 

of God (6:13,16).  

 It continues to be a choice. Consider how that 

truth is presented in 1 Peter 4:1-4. As Christians strive 

to imitate their Savior, they are people who have 
“ceased from sin” (1 Peter 4:1). Ceasing from sin would 

be the same as being dead to sin. We read further. 

 A child of God “no longer should live the rest of 

his time in the flesh for the lusts of men, but for the 

will of God” (1 Peter 4:2). One can spend his days 

living according to the lusts of men/the flesh or he can 

live according to God’s will. To live after the flesh 

would be a life that is dead in sin; to live according to 

God’s will would be a life that is dead to sin. 

 Put a couple of those ideas together and here is 

what we see: one who has ceased from sin is one who 

lives according to God’s will, not his own desires. He 

is dead to sin. He chooses not to walk as he did in his 

pre-conversion days. He chooses not to walk in 

lewdness, lusts, revelries, drinking parties, or in any 

form of idolatry (1 Peter 4:3). When he makes and 

keeps such a commitment to remain dead to sin, he 

may face ridicule, staunch opposition and unmerciful 

badmouthing (1 Peter 4:4). But he knows the right 

thing to do is put as much distance as possible 

between him and sin. 

 On our best days, Christians may struggle to 

overcome the tactics of the devil. In weakness, from 

time to time we will succumb to his temptation. But 

we will continue to trust in the Lord and strive to walk 

in His light, having the blood of Jesus to cleanse us 

continually from our sins (1 John 1:7).  

 Knowing that sin defiles the soul, God hates all 

forms of it. So should we. Let us live each day in such 

a way that we will be dead to sin, not dead in it.   
-- Roger D. Campbell 



EZEKIEL 13 AND THE FOLLY OF FALSE PROPHETS 
 

 The Israelites of Ezekiel’s day would have been 

wise to be on guard against false prophets. In that 

regard, they failed. What were the false prophets of 

that time like and what was their influence on the 

chosen seed? Ezekiel 13 supplies some answers.  

 Be advised: the message of Ezekiel 13 will not 

make you smile, nor will it make you so happy that 

you will want to do a cartwheel or go hug a puppy. 

Most likely, what you read in this chapter will cause 

you to feel nauseous and angry. It is a strong message 

from the rejected God of heaven about the role that 

false prophets played in leading His people astray.  

 Jehovah charged Ezekiel, “Son of man, prophesy 

against the prophets of Israel” (Ezekiel 13:2). God 

did not withhold His mindset about those false 

prophets, as He directly told them, “I am indeed 

against you” (13:8). What was it about such prophets 

which caused the Lord to oppose them? 

 The false prophets prophesied “out of their own 

mouth” (13:2). They were guilty of following their 

own spirit and had seen nothing (13:3), that is, they 

had seen no vision from the Lord nor had He revealed 

a message to them. They preached what they wanted 

to say.  

 What else did the Lord say about them? “They 

have envisioned futility and false divination, saying 

‘Thus says the LORD!’ But the LORD has not sent 

them . . .” (13:6). They claimed their message came 

from the Lord, but it was not from Him at all: they 

made it up. They were pretenders, frauds who 

proclaimed fraudulent messages. 

 How did God describe the false prophets’ 

preaching? “Because you have spoken nonsense and 

envisioned lies, therefore I am indeed against you says 

the Lord God” (13:8). How could the children of 

Israel be so gullible?! How could they “buy into” 

nonsense and lies? They either lacked knowledge 

(Isaiah 5:20) or else they lacked the conviction and 

courage to oppose futile fairy tales. 

 What else? “Because, indeed, because they have 

seduced My people, saying, ‘Peace!’ when there is no 

peace . . .” (13:10). Rather than strengthen God’s 

people, the false prophets seduced them. Rather than 

turn them to the truth, they turned them away from it. 

Picture this: the false prophets declared “Peace” to the 

Jews about the status of Judah and Jerusalem. God, on 

the other hand, had a different viewpoint, declaring 

that there was no peace (13:16). When the 

answers/thinking of humans differs from the Lord’s, 

someone is wrong and needs to change, and we know 

it is not the Lord! 

 The Jewish females also  got in on  the action  with  

their false prophecies and foolishness (13:17-20), 

causing the Jews to be as prey in their hands (13:21). 

Whose fault was it that the Jewish people were led 

astray by error? It was not God’s! The fault lie both 

with the deceivers and those who allowed themselves 

to be deceived. It was the proverbial case of the blind 

leading the blind (Matthew 15:14). Do you know what 

was really sad in that whole mess? Jehovah through 

Jeremiah said, “And My people love to have it so” 

(Jeremiah 5:31). 

 When you look at the next-to-last verse of Ezekiel 

13, here is what you find God saying to the false 

prophets: “Because with lies you have made the heart 

of the righteous sad, whom I have not made sad; and 

you have strengthened the hands of the wicked, so that 

he does not turn from his wicked way to save his life” 

(13:22).  

 What consequences of the false prophets’ work did 

the Lord enumerate? For one thing, they made the 

righteous sad. The remnant is devastated mentally 

when false messengers lead their brethren astray. 

 Second, the falsehoods of the messengers 

strengthened the hands of the wicked. What the 

wicked needed to hear was a call to repent and turn 

back to Jehovah; instead, what they got were 

messages which assured them that they were in good 

shape, messages that comforted those who should 

have been uncomfortable due to their rebellion against 

the law of God. As a result of being told, “Peace, 

peace, you are just fine,” the people had no motivation 

to turn from their wickedness. So, what did they do? 

They continued on the same course of action, which 

was a path of destruction. 

 The same principle is at work today. If a man is 

living in a relationship that Jesus calls “adultery” 

(Matthew 19:9), but some false teacher pats him on 

the back and tells him that his relationship with that 

woman is acceptable, the false teacher is lending his 

support to sin and hinders the man from getting out of 

a sinful situation.  

 A congregation wants to appoint a woman as one 

of its pastors. It consults a false teacher who assures 

the current leaders that God loves sisters in the Lord 

just as much as He loves brothers, and he reminds 

them that sisters have many talents to offer. The false 

teacher is supporting a false proposal, and by doing so 

he is hindering the church from discarding a faulty, 

unscriptural arrangement. Through his influence, they 

have no interest in sticking with God’s truth. 

 The Master said to beware of false prophets 

(Matthew 7:15). He who heeds that warning is wise. 
-- Roger D. Campbell 



HOW THE TOWER OF BABEL FALLOUT RELATES TO YOU AND ME 

 If Bible students attempt to identify certain 

historical events in the book of Genesis as being 

highly significant, in addition to the creation  week, 

surely the worldwide flood in Noah’s days would be 

in that category (Genesis 7-8). The call of Abram, via 

whose seed all nations of the earth would be blessed, 

was another consequential matter (Genesis 11-12). 

 Between the end of the great flood and God’s call 

of Abram, there was an activity which had major 

consequences for the people of that generation and all 

generations that followed. I refer to what happened in 

the land of Shinar when the earth’s inhabitants 

decided it would be a good thing to build a tower 

which would reach to the heavens (Genesis 11:2-4).  

 What would compel people to do such a thing? 

Their own words revealed at least two aspects of their 

thinking. As they contemplated the construction of 

such a high-reaching tower, they declared, “. . . let us 

make a name for ourselves, lest we be scattered 

abroad over the face of the whole earth” (Genesis 

11:4). In the end, their desire to remain unscattered 

was unfulfilled, because “the LORD scattered them 

abroad from there over the face of all the earth” 

(Genesis 11:8). What about making a name for 

themselves? Well, you and I may not know those 

folks by name, but we sure do remember what they 

did and the fallout from it. 

 The Bible says that before the build-a-tower-that-

reaches-to-the-heavens adventure, “the whole earth 

had one language and one speech” (Genesis 11:1). 

Everyone could communicate with any other human 

in a single language. Amazing! There were no 

“foreign” languages, and thus there was no need for a 

translator (whether a human one or “Google”). 

 What changed? What happened to that scenario of 

all humans speaking the same language? Where and 

when did a big change transpire? It is written, 

“Therefore its name is called Babel, because there the 

LORD confused the language of all the earth; and 

from there the LORD scattered them abroad over the 

face of all the earth” (Genesis 11:9). God did that 

after humans started their project to build a tower to 

the heavens.  

 How does all of that relate to you and me? First of 

all, you and I were born into a world in which 

thousands of distinct languages are spoken. The 

English language is spoken widely throughout the 

world and is used extensively in international matters. 

However, about eighty per cent of the people in the 

world do not speak English.  

 When we find ourselves frustrated because we 

face a bonafide language barrier with someone, let us 

not go into a tirade about the people who worked on 

the tower of Babel. The scrambled languages of our 

day are an unchangeable reality of our current world. 

“It is what it is,” and griping will not change it. Here 

is a Bible reminder: “Do all things without 

complaining and disputing” (Philippians 2:14). 

 True or false: The Bible has been translated into 

every human language known to man. That statement 

is false. The good news is, The International Bible 

Society, using statistics from Wycliffe Global 

Alliance, reports that the entire Bible has been 

translated into 670 languages, with the New 

Testament being available in over 1,500 languages 

[info taken on 27 July 2018 from www.biblica.com].  

 It sounds wonderful that the Bible is available in 

so many languages! On the other hand, there are some 

staggering statistics to consider. Today there are over 

seven thousand living languages in the world [info 

taken on 27 July 2018 from www.ethnologue.com]. It 

is amazing that eight hundred forty-one of those 

languages are spoken by the residents of Papua New 

Guinea (yes, 841!)  [Ibid]. Bottom line: the entire 

Bible is available in only about nine percent (9%!) of 

the living languages of the world.  

 Billions of people have learned languages which 

are not their mother tongue. Why do they do it? Some 

have done so in order to communicate better with 

family members, including a potential spouse. Others 

have studied foreign languages in order to make 

themselves more marketable as they pursue a job. For 

their own purposes, governments have trained their 

military and other personnel to learn languages. Jesus 

once observed, “For the sons of this world are more 

shrewd in their generation than the sons of light” 

(Luke 16:8). Humans with zero interest in spiritual 

matters and motivated only by earthly ambitions, have 

invested much time and money in an effort to learn 

other languages. Would Christians be willing to do the 

same in order to help other people get to heaven? 

 Our Lord’s charge is to teach His gospel to every 

person in every ethnic group in all the world (Mark 

16:15; Matthew 28:19). Jesus said nothing about 

learning or using the English language. People can be 

saved without knowing English; they cannot be saved 

without knowing Jesus. Folks can go to heaven 

without understanding the difference between a verb 

and an adverb; they cannot go to heaven without 

understanding the Lord’s will. For the most part, when 

you and I step outside our homes, the people whom 

we will see today (and tomorrow and the next day) are 

lost. What do you and I plan to do about that?  
-- Roger D. Campbell 

http://www.biblica.com/


2 Timothy 2:1 – “BE STRONG IN THE GRACE THAT IS IN CHRIST JESUS” 

 When Paul wrote his second letter to Timothy, the 

apostle knew that his earthly sojourn soon would 

come to an end (2 Timothy 4:6-8). He wanted his dear 

fellow-servant in the Lord, Timothy, to continue to be 

faithful in doing the Lord’s work, even after Paul’s 

departure.  

 Paul appealed to Timothy not to be ashamed of 

the gospel which Paul proclaimed nor his commitment 

to it and the Lord (2 Timothy 1:8), to hold fast the 

pattern of sound words that he had heard from Paul 

(1:13), to be aware of those who turn away from the 

Lord’s Cause (1:15), and to appreciate those who have 

the heart of a servant (1:16-18).  

 In view of those matters, Paul’s next charge is, 

“You therefore, my son, be strong in the grace that is 

in Christ Jesus” (2:1). That is a straightforward 

appeal, which if accepted and applied properly, would 

affect Timothy every single day for the rest of his life. 

Yes, it is that important. In the statement, “You 

therefore, my son, be strong in the grace that is in 

Christ Jesus,” what do you see?  

 First, there is the Lord’s call to be strong. God 

does not want His children to be weak, ashamed, 

fearful, reluctant, or intimidated. “Strong” is the word! 

It ought to be the goal of every single servant of God 

to be strong for Him. Our Lord does not want to hear 

excuses, there are no exemptions to His expectation 

for us to be strong, and no “free passes” are granted to 

those who do not take the “be strong” call seriously. 

Every member of the church in Corinth was charged 

to “be strong” (1 Corinthians 16:13), so let us not 

think that only Timothy was called to be a strong 

servant. Granted, we all have different levels of 

strength, and, yes, God’s people should strive to 

“uphold the weak” (1 Thessalonians 5:14). But, the 

goal for ourselves and others is not to remain weak, 

but to become strong and stay strong.  

 A second thing we notice in the charge of 2 

Timothy 2:1 is where grace is available. God’s 

grace, which is His favor/lovingkindness/good will, is 

found in His Son and no other place. That is correct: 

the Bible says “be strong in the grace that is in Christ 

Jesus.” By God’s grace, we are justified through the 

redemption that is in the Christ (Romans 3:24). All 

spiritual blessings, including the forgiveness of sins, 

are available by the good favor of God which is found 

only in Jesus (Ephesians 1:3,7). No one can be strong 

in serving the Lord if he/she is not in the Lord Jesus, 

because that is the only location where grace can be 

obtained. 

 When we consider the exhortation “be strong in 

the grace that is in Christ Jesus,” we also see the 

realm in which Timothy needed to be strong. It is 

not uncommon for us to describe a person or some 

aspect of his life as being “strong.” A child might 

possess a “strong” will. One person has a “strong” 

body due to the way he exercises. Another person has 

a “strong” personality. A student may be described as 

one who is “strong” in the sciences.  

 What was God’s desire for Timothy? Answer: for 

him to be strong in the grace-Jesus connection, that is, 

be strong in the spiritual realm. Do you recall what the 

Bible says about Christians putting on the whole 

armor of God? That section of scripture begins with 

these words: “. . . be strong in the Lord and in the 

power of His might” (Ephesians 6:10). If you and I are 

going to be strong for the Lord, then we need to be 

strong in Him: strong in His grace, strong in His word, 

and strong in our faith (like Abraham was, Romans 

4:20). We must not trust in our material blessings, 

educational or occupational accomplishments, genetic 

ancestry, or even other humans. Let us set our hearts 

to be strong in our Lord, His grace, and His way.  

 What else? Consider the reasons Timothy 

needed to be strong. Timothy needed to be strong 

because his work was so demanding: demanding on 

his time, demanding on his attitude, demanding on his 

commitment, and demanding on his voice. There was 

much work to do, and being successful in it left no 

room for weakness. After Paul’s appeal for Timothy 

to be strong, what instructions followed? In what 

activities would Timothy be involved?  

 In his efforts to help other Christians become 

effective teachers, Timothy needed to commit what he 

had learned from Paul to faithful saints (2 Timothy 

2:2). Such training required strength and persistence 

on Timothy’s part. In addition, Timothy would face 

hardships in his personal life and in his efforts to 

proclaim the word of God. Paul called on him to 

endure such hardships (2:3). That would require 

spiritual stamina. Reading further, Timothy was to be 

“a good soldier of Jesus Christ” (2:3). The spiritual 

battles in which Timothy would be engaged with the 

devil’s servants would require notable strength. 

 The appeal to Timothy to be strong in the grace 

that is in the Lord Jesus was not just a philosophy. It 

was real, everyday life. May we learn to trust in the 

Lord, striving always to walk with Him and for Him. 
-- Roger D. Campbell 
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